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The stars of tomorrow shine today – a unique conductor training program that’s supporting outstanding conductor talent. Young conductors receive the rare chance to work with outstanding professional orchestras including the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra and Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra from 22 August – 30 September. 

Over four weeks, 29 young conductors will receive expert tutelage from Christopher Seaman (Course Director of the Conductor Development Program) and Arvo Volmer (Music Director and Chief Conductor of the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra) during one of the world’s most unique conductor training programs. 

Supported by Australian-based Symphony Services International, the program nurtures musical talent within Australia’s and New Zealand’s pool of young conductors.  It has the unique feature of offering valuable podium time with a professional orchestra – a rare occurrence around the world. The program focuses on supporting graduates to build careers on their home soil rather than needing to travel abroad for tuition.

Under the directorship of Christopher Seaman, the Core Conductors mastercourse will run through five modules around Australia and New Zealand from 22 August. The program is designed for young musicians aspiring to a career conducting orchestras around the world. Live auditions are held in Australia and New Zealand, with Christopher Seaman making the final selection for the program.  

“The key differentiating factor of this program is that the trainee conductor has time on the podium, which is essential for any conductor learning their craft,” says Kate Lidbetter, CEO, Symphony Services International. “It has set an international benchmark because great training programs create great conductors.” 

“This year, one of our graduates, Benjamin Northey, was appointed the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s Patricia Riordan Associate Conductor Chair. Ben’s success is, in part, due to the support of Symphony Services International through the training opportunities offered to him through this program,” she adds. “Other graduates have been guest or titled conductors with orchestras around the world.”

“This type of opportunity catapults young musicians into a wider field of extraordinary international possibilities.”

Symphony Services International (formerly Symphony Services Australia) has shaped a platform of education and training that’s been responsible for a new generation of Australian conductors beginning to make their mark on the world stage. Since the late 90s the program has expanded and for the first time in 2011 was open to applicants from New Zealand. In 2012 conductors from across the globe will be eligible to apply.

“A musician has ready access to his or her instrument to rehearse and perform, but a conductor’s instrument is the orchestra itself. So he or she needs access to a whole orchestra in order to hone their skills and knowledge. This is what sets this Conductor Development Program apart from conductor training in tertiary institutions,” Lidbetter says.
“For a conductor to do this well, they need to spend years gaining extensive knowledge and familiarity of musical styles, learning scores, getting inside the heads of composers and their intentions, practising the co-ordination of their eyes, ears and gestural skills and refining a whole host of other barely-discernible skills.”

“I am proud of the role that SSI has played in supporting the pool of conducting talent we have in Australia and now New Zealand, and delighted that so many of our graduates are building substantial careers both here and overseas,” Lidbetter adds.
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Conductor Development Program

Module 1
14-20 Feb, QSO, Johannes Fritzsch

Module 2
21-25 Feb, TSO, Sebastian Lang-Lessing
Module 3
28 Feb-14 March, APO, Eckehard Stier (NZ)

Module 4
18-22 Mar, no orch, Sebastian Lang-Lessing

Module 5
22-26 Aug, TSO, Christopher Seaman

Module 6
6-10 Sept, Scholar Conductors (Syd), Christopher Seaman

Module 7
12-16 Sept, APO, Christopher Seaman

Module 8 
19-23 Sept, APO, Christopher Seaman

Module 9
26-30 Sept, ASO, Arvo Volmer

About Symphony Services International

Symphony Services International, formerly known as Symphony Australia, has been orchestrating excellence in Australia for many years.  Now all members of the global orchestral community can benefit from our products and services, assisting orchestras and classical musicians to perform at their best. 

Supporting the ABC Symphony Australia Young Performers Awards and setting international benchmarks with the Conductor Development program, we also hold the southern hemisphere’s largest classical print music library, offer over 3,500 program notes and take the headache out of tour management.

Our cost-effective services are of the highest quality. These include:

· The Symphony Services Music Library

· Program Notes

· Surtitles 

· Artist Development and the ABC Symphony Australia Young Performers Awards 

· International tour co-ordination

· The Goodear Acoustic Shield

· Consultancy Brokering Service

Services for Members, Associates and Subscribers

Members

Longstanding Members are the six major Australian symphony orchestras: the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Queensland Symphony Orchestra, Sydney Symphony, Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra and West Australian Symphony Orchestra. Each of these orchestras has a representative on the Symphony Services International board. Membership is for invited professional orchestras in Australia and the region.  

Associates

Selected professional and peak orchestras in Australia and the region may be invited to become an Associate of Symphony Services International.  

Subscribers

The opportunity to become a Subscriber to Symphony Services International is open to community, amateur and youth orchestras, schools, universities and tertiary institutions, choirs and vocal ensembles and other companies or individuals.

www.symphonyinternational.net
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